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Reflection Essay
	I have to say it’s been a long ride this semester. Every class I had this semester there was some form writing. That just goes to show you how important it is that we learn how to write effectively. What this class has taught me the most would have to be how to write an effective argumentative paper. I mean I have written persuasive essays and such but nothing to extent of the papers we had to write in this class. Another thing I really learned a lot about was proper citation usage in a paper. The copy and paste times of High School are over and it was really nice to learn the proper ways to cite you sources. When I look at the course objectives for this class I would have to say I definitely fulfilled all of them. I really had to adapt to the different styles of papers we wrote. I had a hard time with this because the way I see myself writing is in a very personal manner. I really try to connect to my reader on more personal level to really bring them into my writing. But I found out that I can’t do that for every style of writing, especially argumentative writing. I learned to write in a manner that didn’t show how I personally felt about the issue. But on the papers I was allowed to put a more personal aspect in and add some of my creative ideas really show my voice within my papers. Another thing I wasn’t quite use to was keeping consist with my organization in my paper on how I outlined in my thesis.  There is no way I didn’t complete the objective of writing in multiple genres. The different genres we wrote were very helpful in expanding my styles of writing. The process we went through in writing was nothing new to me. Since middle school I have been taught to make a draft, revise it, then have other edit it, and then revise it again for the final draft. The new thing that I had to learn in revising others work is to know what to look for in different styles of writing. Because if you revise every paper the same way the person may not get the feedback their looking for to help them make a better paper. When I read others papers I really like to see the numbers and the facts about a topic. So I would encourage others to give more information based on facts and numbers.   I always make the point to use the advice of other to help better my writing. I don’t feel that writing or English for that matter is one of my strong points. So I want as much feedback as possible, even if it’s really bad. There is no way anyone would have been able to go through this class without doing a considerable amount of research for their papers. The main thing in researching a topic for a paper is to make sure that it’s a topic that people have actually done research on. When I started looking up sources for my bullying papers I was amazed by how much information was out there on the topic. Which I think really helped make my papers all the better by being able to give my reader more information on the topic. Citing was a difficult process for me. But I was able to a fairly good job at it, but it is something I still need to work on. I have full confidence in myself if someone were to ask me about bullying I would be able to give them a wide range of information on the subject. That’s one thing I really enjoyed about this class was I was able to write about a topic I was truly passionate about and I really think that when a writer is passionate about their topic that it makes the writing all the better. The working in groups for me was a little different from what I have been use too, but there is it advantages and its disadvantages. One advantage was I didn’t have to worry about writing a 8 page paper all by myself which was reliving. The disadvantage was that I had to rely on other writing ability that would determine my grade which was something I wasn’t very happy about. We pretty much stuck with the same topic throughout the semester because it just made it easier because we had already done research on the topic.  In putting together my individual portfolio I chose to revise along with the position/proposal the review and my billboard. I picked the review because I already had a really good idea of what I wanted to do to change the document. I chose the billboard because I thought I could enhance the clarity of the picture and add a little more information to it. First I went through all the documents and edited the mistakes my professor found in my papers. Then I went through and added my own voice in parts of the papers a felt lacked a personal aspect to it. So I would have to say my great strength in all my writing is the personal aspect and the voice I add to my writing to really make it my own. If I had to go through this process again I would say would want more time to work on the projects to really add all the information I felt was needed to really enhance the writing. Overall I am satisfied with my work and feel that I have really learn a lot from this experience. 



